110	ROMESH  CHUNDER  DUTT
overcome. "I mention these difficulties," he stated, "not to
discourage you, but because you have to face and conquer
them. Few countries on earth would have succeeded
under these difficulties, but I have faith in the capacities
of our nation, in the patience and skill of our artisans, in
the adaptability of our race to new methods, in the re-
sources of our wonderful land, and in the advantages of
cheap labour." In a final exhortation to face the difficul-
ties he urged, "I think it better to fight and to fail than
not to fight at all; but in this industrial movement I believe
we are destined to fight and to conquer. I have no patience
with those of my countrymen who throw up their hands in
despair, and declare that all is lost."
He was indeed right. India was destined to fight—and
in this process to overcome the obstacles of colonialism by
overthrowing the system. The "fight" took a course per-
haps not envisaged by Romesh Dutt, but his counsel to
fight and not to give in to despair was a counsel of hope
and faith which stimulated Ms countrymen at an hour
when the prospects were gloomy and the silver lining had
yet to appear on the horizon. And yet, it would be wrong
to think that Romesh Dutt was reconciled to the colonial
regime and advised his countrymen to fight only the sym-
ptoms of colonialism and not the system itself. The first
militant assertion of nationalism against the inequities of
a colonial system cam© to India in the form of the Swadeshi
movement in the first decade of the twentieth century. It
not merely preached preference for things Indian, but sought
to provide an answer by voluntary sacrifice, if necessary, to
the fiscal legislation over which India had no control but
which was framed in the interests of the ruling race. It
was thus an act of defiance, peaceful and constitutional
though it sought to be, and was the precursor of other acts

